
T R I V I A !  

The 5 continents that participate in the Olympics (the  

Americas are counted as one; Antarctica is not represented).  
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T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

S T U D E N T  N E W S L E T T E R

The Office of International Student Services is located in 

Room 3555. Office hours are Monday through Friday, 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  610-359-7358 (Fax).  

 

Lydia DellôOsa 
Director,  International Student Services 

610-359-7322.  E-mail: ldellosa@dccc.edu 

 

Patrick McGinty  
Assistant Director, International Student Recruitment 

610-359-7336.  E-mail: pmcginty@dccc.edu  

 

Candy Berlin  
International Student Housing Coordinator 

610-325-2830.  E-mail: cberlin@dccc.edu  

Candyôs Hours:   Monday 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

  Wednesday 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

  Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  O U R  

E S S A Y  C O N T E S T  W I N N E R S 

F E E L  F R E E  T O  V I S I T  U S 

Last semester, the Office of International Student      

Services asked international students to write about the 

exciting, sometimes challenging cultural differences 

they have encountered since leaving their home country.  

The many essays we received were very good.  They 

offered engaging points of view, humor, and new ways 

of looking at the study abroad experience.  We are    

excited to announce the winners: 

 

GRAND PRIZE WINNER 

Manabu Murase 

Mr. Murase is from Japan.  His essay, ñPoliteness,ò is 

printed on page 4 of this newsletter. 
 

*  
 

HONORABLE MENTION 

Cheuk Man Leung 

Ms. Leung is from Hong Kong, and won for her essay 

ñThe Difference between America and Hong Kong.ò  

 

Kodjo Kossi 

Mr. Kossi is from Togo, and won for his essay      

ñBeing a Freshman in a Foreign Country.ò 

 

Thank you and ñwell doneò to all of the students who 

participated in the Fall 2007 International Student Essay 

Contest.  We encourage all of our students to participate 

again (see below)!  

 S P R I N G  2 0 0 8  E S S A Y  C ON T E S T 

The Office of International Student Services is          

sponsoring an essay contest on the following topic: 
 

What is the most exciting or interesting place that you 

have visited in the United States?  Why?  What hap-

pened, or what did you do?  Tell us your story in detail. 
 

Here are the requirements: 

Type your essay.  It should be 2-3 double-spaced 

pages in length. 

Focus on the content of the essay; style and grammar 

are not as important in this case. 

Entries are due on May 1, 2008. 

 

Essays will be judged by a panel of unbiased readers.  

The grand prize winner will receive an award!   

Additionally, the winning essay will appear in the Fall 

2008 International Student Newsletter. 

2 0 0 8  O L Y M P I C S 

This year, Beijing, China, will 

host the Summer Olympics.  

The emblem for the 2008 

Olympics is the character jing, 

which means ñcapital,ò in the 

shape of an athlete (right). The 

slogan for the 2008 Olympics, 

ñOne World One Dream,ò was 

reportedly chosen from over 

210,000 submissions from 

around the world. 

 

The emblem of the Olympic Games (below) was designed in 

1913 by Baron Pierre de Coubertin, founder of the modern 

Olympic Games.  The 

emblem symbolizes  

the continuity of the  

competition, which 

stretches back to 776  

BC in Olympia, Greece.   

Question: 

What do the 5 individual Olympic rings represent? 
 

Answer: 

mailto:ldellosa@dccc.edu
mailto:pmcginty@dccc.edu
mailto:pmcginty@dccc.edu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierre_de_Coubertin
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G R A D U A T I N G  I N  M A Y ?  

All  international students who were in the U.S. during 

2007 must file "tax returns" with the U.S. government.   

 

Students who received no income from U.S. sources 

during the calendar year 2007 will only need to fill 

out Federal Form 8843. 

 

Federal Form 8843 and instructions can be picked 

up in the Office of International Student Services. 

 

Complete the form and mail by April 15, 2008. 

 

Students who received wages from U.S. sources  

during 2007 will have to file Federal and  

Pennsylvania state tax returns.  

 

First, your employer should send you a statement of 

the wages that you earned and the taxes that were 

withheld from you ("Form W-2" or "Form 1099"). 

 

Download copies of Form 8843 and Form 1040NR-

EZ and the accompanying instruction booklet on the 

web at http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/formspubs/. 

Download the Pennsylvania state form via the web 

at http://www.revenue.state.pa.us/. 

 

Complete the forms and mail by April 15, 2008. 

 

ñThe only difference between a taxman and a  

taxidermist is that the taxidermist leaves the skin.ò     

- Mark Twain 

T H A T  T I M E  O F  Y E A R  A G A I N :       

A  T A X  G U I D E 

D R I V I N G  I S S U E S 

S U M M E R  &  F A L L  R E G I S TR A T I O N 

Registration will begin on March 10, 2008, and  

continue through this semester and the summer.  You 

will receive information about the upcoming registration 

by mail in the next few weeks.   

 

Many students believe that they must register immedi-

ately.  This is not true.  Take your time and carefully 

consider the classes that will be best for your academic 

career.  If you are interested in transferring to a 4-year 

institution, make an appointment to see a transfer  

counselor in the Career and Counseling Center, Room 

1325.  Once you are confident that you have chosen  

useful courses, you can either register online or visit 

with Lydia, Patrick, or your assigned academic advisor. 

If you are graduating in May 2008, you may be able to 

apply for authorization to work full-time for one year in 

the United States.  Applications for Optional Practical 

Training  (OPT) are now being accepted by U.S.  

Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).  Please 

see Lydia or Patrick for more details. 

In recent months, an unusually high number of  

international students have been in car accidents and/or 

received tickets from the police. 

 

Please remember to drive safely; have current car insur-

ance; have your car registered and inspected once a year; 

have your license and registration with you while  

driving; and know all of the rules of the road. 

 

Visit http://www.dmv.state.pa.us/ for more information. 

T R A N S C R I P T S 

College transcripts are documents that show your name, 

the classes youôve taken, and your grades.  There are 

two kinds of transcripts:  official and unofficial.   

Official transcripts are usually stamped and sealed in an  

envelope.  You may need official transcripts to prove 

you studied here, or to transfer to a 4-year university.  In 

almost all cases, you should not open the envelope. 

 

You can order both official and unofficial transcripts at 

the Records Window, across from the Cashier.  The 

transcripts can be mailed to you, or directly to another 

destination.  You can also order them online by going to  

http://www.dccc.edu/ to ñOnline Servicesò to ñStudent 

Records Login.ò 

http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/formspubs/
http://www.revenue.state.pa.us/

