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Welcome to our new students, and welcome back to our 

returning students.  Delaware County Community  

College is now home to 252 international students from 

54 different countries.  The rise in the number of our  

international students has been significant.  Four years 

ago this fall, there were 151 international students on 

campus - 101 fewer than today - from 36 different  

countries. 
 

We are excited that so many fine young men and women 

from around the world are choosing Delaware County 

Community College.  Our diversity offers the entire Col-

lege community, and especially local and international 

students, the opportunity to engage in meaningful cultural 

exchange inside and outside of the classroom.  Through 

the interaction of local and international populations, we 

can foster greater awareness of and appreciation for the  

differences that make up our increasingly global society. 

 

Best wishes for the rest of the Fall 2008 semester from 

the Office of International Student Services!   
 

We are located in Room 3555.  Office hours are Monday 

through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  610-359-7358 (Fax).  
 

Lydia DellôOsa 
Director,  International Student Services 

610-359-7322.  E-mail: ldellosa@dccc.edu 
 

Patrick McGinty  
Assistant Director, International Student Services 

610-359-7336.  E-mail: pmcginty@dccc.edu  
 

Candy Berlin  
International Student Housing Coordinator 

610-325-2830.  E-mail: cberlin@dccc.edu  

Office Hours:  

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m 

D E L A G A T E 

H O M E S T A Y  H A P P E N I N G S 

Host families and students roasted marshmallows and  

enjoyed a hayride for the Fall 2008 Homestay Event at  

Linvilla Orchards.  

Last semester, the Office of International Student Services 

asked students to write about an interesting place they 

have visited during their time here in the United States.  

The essays were all excellent, and we thank everyone who 

participated.   

 

It is our pleasure to announce the winner of the Fall 2008 

International Student Essay Contest: 

 

Wien Weibert Arthus  

Mr. Arthus is from Haiti, and his essay, ñMy First Visit to 

Washington, D.C.,ò is printed on page 4 of this newsletter.  

Congratulations Wien! 

This semester, Delaware 

County Community  

College has initiated a new 

and exciting online system called Delagate.  Delagate 

allows students to update personal information, check 

their student records, register and pay for classes, view 

degree evaluations (CAPPs), and much, much more.   

International students should explore this online system 

by logging in at http://delagate.dccc.edu/cp/home/loginf 

or by clicking the Delagate icon on the homepage. 

 

One of the most rewarding ways to engage in the  

diversity of the College is to become a host family.  For  

30 years, the families, couples, and single parents in and 

around Media have opened their homes to our  

international students.  Many families count the hosting 

experience as one of the best of their lives.   

 

As our enrollments continue to climb, we are eager to  

welcome more families into the Homestay Program.  

Besides sponsoring events like the one at Linvilla  

Orchards, the Office of International Student Services is 

here to support you and the host student.  We will do all 

we can to encourage all parties to open up, share, and have 

as good a time as the families you see in the picture above. 

If you are interested, please contact Candy Berlin. 
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If you are graduating in  

December 2008, remember to  

apply for graduation.  You  

may do so at the Records  

Window. 

 

If you are not transferring  

immediately to another United  

States institution, you may be  

able to apply for authorization to work full-time for one 

year in the United States. 

 

Applications for Optional Practical Training  (OPT) 

are now being accepted by United States Citizenship and 

Immigration Services (USCIS).  Applications should be 

completed by late November.  Please see Lydia or  

Patrick for more details. 

 

If you are on F-1 Visa and you are not applying for 

OPT, you have 60 days to be accepted into another 

institutionôs degree program, change your visa status, or 

exit the United States.  Please see Lydia or Patrick for 

further explanation. 

G R A D U A T I N G  I N  D E C E M BE R ? 
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C O U R S E  S E L E C T I O N 

T R A N S C R I P T S 

College transcripts are documents that show your name, 

the classes youôve taken, and your grades.  There are two 

kinds of transcripts:  official and unofficial.   

Official transcripts are usually stamped and sealed in an  

envelope.  You may need official transcripts to prove you 

studied here, or to transfer to a 4-year university.  In al-

most all cases, you should not open the envelope.  You 

can order both official and unofficial transcripts at the 

Records Window or by using the online portal Delagate. 
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T R A N S F E R  A D V I C E 

As a student at Delaware County Community College, 

one of the most important offices you can visit is the 

Career and Counseling Center (Room 1325).  Here is 

just one example of the resources in the Career and 

Counseling Center:  a Transfer Timeline.  The  

following guide is suggested for students interested in 

transferring to a four-year college or university. 

 

FIRST SEMESTER (or up to 15 credits) 
- Attend Transfer Fairs and Information Sessions 

- Meet a transfer counselor to begin transfer process 

 

SECOND SEMESTER (or 15-30 credits) 

- Gather information on transfer institutions 

- Attend Transfer Workshops 

 

THIRD SEMESTER (or 30-50 credits) 

- Contact admissions counselors at transfer institutions 

- Visit transfer campuses 

- Submit applications for admissions 

 

FOURTH SEMESTER (or 50 credits) 

- Contact transfer institutions to ensure application file 

is complete 

- Discuss application with a College transfer counselor 

 

TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT with a transfer 

counselor you should visit Room 1325 early on in your 

academic career at the College, as appointments fill up.   

 

REMEMBER...   
 

Transfer counselors are here to help you do your 

job.  It is your responsibility to be knowledgeable.   

Go to your appointment knowing two or three   

colleges or universities to which you plan to apply. 

Participate in THE 39TH ANNUAL TRANSFER 

FAIR  on Wednesday, November 5, from 10:00 

a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the ñAò Lobby.  Over 50     

college and university representatives will be   

available to answer your questions.  

Do you want the perfect class schedule?  The best way 

to go about attaining your ideal schedule is to search 

online for the classes you wish to take.  Students can do 

this by using Delagate and the Student Records section 

of the Delaware County Community College website.   

 

It is recommended that you use your degree evaluation 

(CAPP) and the new 2008-2009 academic year Catalog 

while you select your courses.  This will help you to 

determine which classes you need to take, and whether 

they will help you to graduate. 

 

After selecting the courses you desire, you can also  

register and pay online. 

 

Many students believe that they must register  

immediately.  This is not true.  Take your time and  

carefully consider the classes that will be best for your 

academic career.  If you are interested in transferring to 

a four-year institution, make an appointment to see a  

transfer counselor in the Career and Counseling  

Center, Room 1325.  Once you are confident that you 

have chosen useful courses, you can either register 

online or in the Career and Counseling Center, or visit 

with Lydia, Patrick, or your assigned academic advisor. 
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E S L  S T U D Y :   T O E F L ? 

As you know, Delaware County Community College 

currently does not require or accept Test of English as a 

Foreign Language (TOEFL) scores for placement into 

English as a Second Language (ESL) courses.   

Instead, students who come to the College take the ESL 

placement test during our Orientation, and their scores 

determine the levels at which they begin ESL. 

 

The College is conducting a survey to determine 

whether recent TOEFL scores would be an accurate  

indication of placement into the Collegeôs ESL program.  

 

Therefore, we are asking all students who have taken the 

TOEFL test to provide Lydia or Patrick a copy of your 

TOEFL results.  The results will NOT change your ESL 

placement test scores, which you took at Orientation.  

However, you would be substantially helping us in our 

study and you may end up influencing future policy.  

Your participation is greatly appreciated. 
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T H E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  

F R I E N D S H I P  P R O G R A M 

The International Friendship Program (IFP) creates 

bonds between international and local students and  

community members.  Anyone interested in cultural 

exchange and intercultural friendship is welcome to join 

the program.  See the Office of International Student 

Services or Professor Beiye Gu (Room 3320) to sign up, 

or just visit us!  The IFP meets in Room 1246 on  

Tuesdays during Q time (11:10 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.).   

T H E  B U S I N E S S  S O C I E T Y 

The Business Society at Delaware County Community 

College seeks to open more avenues between our  

students and the business community.  The members of 

the club hope to provide opportunities for students to 

learn important job-related skills needed for today's 

workforce through participation in presentations, field 

trips, service projects, and other club activities.  

 

Congratulations go to international student Randy Tang 

for becoming this yearôs president of The Business  

Society.   

 

If you are interested in joining or learning more about 

the group, there will be a general meeting on December 

2, in Room 3279.  Always feel free, as well, to contact 

Randy for more information: 

randytang7@gmail.com. 

Delaware County Community College Main Campus 

Multicultural Festival:  

Thursday, November 13  

 

The Campus Life Office and the  

Office of International Student  

Services will present the annual  

Multicultural Festival on  

November 13, from 10:30 a.m.  

to 12:30 p.m., in the ñAò Lobby.    

 

This program celebrates the  

cultural diversity of the  

Delaware County Community  

College campus with booths  

representing a country or  

ethnic heritage, and cultural  

foods and entertainment.   

 

The Native Nations Dance Theater will perform  

authentic American Indian dances and music from 11:05 

a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the Café.  Everyone is invited to 

attend this free program on the Main Campus! 

 

 

C A M P U S  A C T I V I T I E S 

 

 

This month, the Campus Life Office (Room 2518) is 

sponsoring a trip to the New York Metropolitan  

Museum of Art; Professor Ife Williams will moderate a 

panel, made up of Dean Linda Collier, Professor Tanya 

Harris, and Professor Eartha Holley, on the Evolution of 

the Spoken Word; Professor Francesco Bellini will 

moderate a discussion on Islam, Judaism, and  

Christianity ; and many more activities, most of them 

free, are graciously being offered by the College. 

 

Participate!  You can keep informed by checking out the 

Student Information System (SIS) publications  

(http://www.dccc.edu/sis/). 
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