Results of Achieving the Dream Focus Group Session:
Reading 050, Thursday, November 30, 2006

11 students in group. 6 Caucasian, 4 African Aocarj 1 Asian

Why are you taking Reading 050 here at DCCC?

Had to take it based on placement test #1, #3, #5

Because of a significant time gap between high aicéued college, student chose to take
Reading 050. This was despite the fact that thaestiuplaced only one point below the
minimum placement score necessary to bypass theapewental version of the course. #4
IEP requires it before 100 class #2

As you have worked to learn the material in Readi@g0, what have you experienced in
school, at home, at work, or elsewhere that makedifficult for you to learn?

Student is full-time and therefore has more outsitteedule commitments #10
Family environment requires late-night study #3

Television constantly on (in family setting) #2

Employer demands ad hoc scheduling that disruptdae study schedule #8
Student reports that her class was simply reviematerial she already knew #2
Family, three children, homework done late at nigft

Working three days a week and school on Tues. &odsfiay #3

Lives with roommate, video games and distractigfs

Between full time job and school, there is no timeme #8

ACT 101 — it is hard to get the attention neede&d #

It is hard to find someone to talk to about isstresd to get an appointment with a counselor #4



As you have worked to learn in this course, whatshaeen most helpful and what has gone
especially well?

My professor helps us set reachable goals at thi@mieag of the class #8

Beforehand reading of the textbook helps enormofiglyreading textbook before the class
session) #6

Training in English (outside DCCC) #2

Child member of family has helped adult studerdcamprehending material #3

The book puts it into perspective and keeps nexested #2

Learning Center for ACT 101 #2

Test taking strategies; teacher wants you to do wel

Teacher backs you up and wants you to keep your ¢g@a

What have you done this semester to improve yoarneng in Reading 050?

Student praised a scholarship which she indicateslobtained by completion of reading 10
books #6

Reading newspaper everyday and joined book clud #a0

Visited the Career and Counseling Center for helgeciding my goals #4

| have created a quiet space in my room #2

What should DCCC do to help you learn the matertalvered in Reading 0507

Extend the time between classes to complete assigismNot enough time to get the work
done. Too many assignments, too close togetHer #

For Tuesday-Thursday classes, giving homework assgts on Tuesdays that are due in two
days (Thursday) is very difficult for the studeataccomplish in this brief timeline. Student
recommends that assignments be established olhursdays, thereby allowing a 5-day period
for completion of homework #9

Some interest was shown in better availabilityhef thybrid” class (1.5 hours class 1.5 hours
internet). Student was u under the impressionrtieat hybrid classes are cancelled, and
expressed frustration with that cancellation. #6

Student felt that there is enough similarity of Estg050 and Reading 050 to merit combining
the two courses into one course. Example: Englisfiuesdays, Reading on Thursdays. This
student passed one type but failed the other,dml$ that an exam should be the deciding factor
of success of the course. #7

DCCC'’s under emphasis of the significance of trec@&inent Test(s) results in insincerity toward
taking of test #5

Student recommends some approach to testing #ed iato consideration his/her connection
that not all students are good “test-takers” #5

Students are quite aware of the lack of transfétralof these developmental courses #3
Student wishes there were less emphasis on angcpmgrt of the course curriculum as
juxtaposed with the more conventional assignmetss.

However, one student indicated a preference fofdhwhasized project” methodology #4



Study environment makes a large difference in thadity of study. A noisy environment at
home-compared to a quiet environment in a classraolibrary has a big effect on a student’s
ability to absorb material #1

A small financial incentive ($100) serves as a \affgctive motivator for student involvement.
The “scholarship” plan mentioned by one studennhdsuike a strong motivator for students to
complete substantial reading on their own incentitfe

People who take REA 050 should take the placeneshigain as a measure at the end of class
#1
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