
 
 
 
Results of Achieving the Dream Focus Group Session: 
Math 060, Thursday, November 30, 2006 
 
8 students in group.  6 Caucasion, 1 African American, 1 Asian 
 
 
Why are you taking Math 060 here at DCCC? 
 
Progression from  MAT 040 to MAT 060  #2 
Result of Placement test  #4 
Prerequisite #5 
I didn’t do so well on the placement test.  I took 040 last semester #3 & 7 
I also took 040 #1 
Took 040 at another college and didn’t do so well on the placement test #4 
 
 
As you have worked to learn the material in MAT 060, what have you experienced in school, 
at home, at work, or elsewhere that makes it difficult for you to learn? 
 
Sometimes I question where this will come up in life; some I can see  #2 
When I came out of high school, which was under construction.  My year was very different.  It 
was my teachers fault #6 
For me it’s numbers in general, I’ve always struggled #7 
When I ask Faculty members, or my sister-in-law how to do it, they always answer the problem 
differently #4 
I’m in individualized.  I feel the computer doesn’t show some of the steps.  #4 
The computer, I agree.  The textbook can be confusing; I was taught differently; I also have 
individualized  #5 
I don’t use the textbook; I use the teacher or I use the way that I learned in high school  #1 
I agree; I use the computer disc; I’m in a hybrid class; I use the CD on my own which goes step 
by step  #6 
Text not important; instructor is key (style, attitude, etc); my teacher breaks it down  #8 
Noise level in Math Learning Center is also from the floor(s) above  #3 
TV is on while doing homework  #7 
 (in TBA section ) Instructor not always there; Student Resource Guide – needs greater practice 
problems assigned #5 
 
What is it about the book? 
They don’t show you how they got the answer; steps are missing; I really don’t use it #7 



My teacher gives an outline of notes; step incentives for students;  some students don’t want to 
be there; I am in a classroom based class; I’m just out of high school so it is still fresh in my 
mind;  the professors attitude and willingness to be there to help are important  #8 
I haven’t had algebra since I was 18; if I sit down with my instructor, he explains it to me; the 
book could be made easier  #5 
The book examples are too easy  #4 
 
 
As you have worked to learn in this course, what has been most helpful and what has gone 
especially well? 
 
My professor has outlines for the class which are very helpful; the student guide  #8 
My instructor tries to get the class to use the resource guide; shows 3 ways to get the answer; 
Variety of methods; doesn’t care how you get the answer #1 
I came from individualized now I’m in classroom and I understand better #2 
 I agree #1 
 I had the same teacher as #8 who emphasized the CDROM; care with which it was presented #6 
I have a hybrid class; use email to teacher; everything is easy to use; exception CDROM can get 
to work here but not at home; video helps are great  #7 
 I have individualized; I like the digital tutor, chapters online; I don’t use the book; steps to take 
for help; students must follow steps to get help; pre tests help; I can review what I need; takes 
less time to finish chapter; allows you to move along quicker  #3 
The software is helpful; Instructor isn’t always in the lab; most of the time I have difficulty 
understanding the system to answer; Resource guide- only give 1-3 problems, answers not 
always in the book; we need more practice problems; answers might not be in the book for the 
questions you have  #5 
Difficulty is not similar in examples to HW  #4 
One of the things that makes it difficult for me to learn is the noise; some of us need a quiet place 
#5 
I also agree; in my class a student got into a verbal fight with a teacher #4 
Sometimes tutors are loud; It’s an aside but it is important to our learning #5 
The fact that the room is open to the 2nd floor causes noise; behavior outside in hallway  #3 
 I have TV on when I study so I like noise  #7 
Had MAT 040 individualized (that was okay) but felt that he needed a classroom for MAT 060  
#2 
Uses e-mail to send questions to Instructor, My Math Lab very helpful  #7 
(Individualized) Never used the text; uses Video Tutor exclusively; uses Pretests to help identify 
needs  #3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What have you done this semester to improve your learning in MAT 060? 
 
Gone to a tutor  #6 
I started to see a tutor more often #6 
I started to practice every day  #4 
I started doing more homework  #2 
 I’m taking 5 courses so I’m breaking my studying down; I’ll test myself; change activity I’m 
studying  #5 
I give myself deadlines to complete a chapter  #3 
In the beginning I was on top of doing HW; for a week I did less and saw a decrease in my 
grade;  I know I need to ask questions  #8 
Practice, Practice; uses math problems to take a break from studying other subjects  #5 
Gives (set goals) herself deadlines, e.g. to be finished with certain chapter by date)  #3 
 
 
What should DCCC do to help you learn the material covered in MAT 060? 
 
 For classroom and hybrid classes I fell the instructor is SO important; teacher needs to 
understand when you can’t get it; good teachers-Auditing /evaluating of teachers -Does this 
happen?  #7 
I tried to take in summer; my professor was awful; no one from the college sat in to watch the 
teacher; no survey was given; it was a bad experience  #1 
Environment - Teacher helps to create; caring; not just taking your money  #8 
They understand what they are teaching; They can’t assume you know it  #1 
They know it so you should know it; Teachers need to know their students #1 
I agree with #1; Everyone has a different style of learning; my philosophy is you can’t teach 
anyone anything if you don’t know what he or she already knows.  #5 
I agree with #5; some of the problems from the placement test my help the teacher  #6 
I sat in front of a calculator for 4 years, now I can’t use it; everything needs to transfer  #2 
You then make mistakes on simple calculations  #7 
Or use up time  #4 
It is really frustrating because the calculator is in the book  #8 
Maybe you should be able to use the calculator for certain sections  #4 
In real life you’ll use a calculator  #2 
Depends on your professor and the calculator; for use of calculator; my class is dead; my 
professor tries to motivate; some don’t include everyone and the students don’t get involved  #8 
If you don’t have your assignment done, professor won’t help you  #1 
One thing to be nice but professors need to lay down the law; I was being held back by people 
who didn’t try  #8 
Instructor talks like you know what they are talking about, e.g. when you were in high 
school…..that was 7 years ago and I haven’t seen the topic since 10th grade  #1 
Instructor must know what the students’ know  #5 
Pretest each class (editorial comment: so you all start on the same page)  #6 
Frustrated – can’t use the calculator; getting problem wrong because multiplication error 
Allow use of calculator after lower level stuff is learned  #7 



Move on; felt that I was held back by student’s not coming to class prepared (having done 
homework)  #1 
Use homework to motivate students, e.g. can’t ask questions in class unless done the homework  
#1 
Perhaps calculators could be used once you have proven that you know the basics; I came from a 
generation where we didn’t use calculator; I agree you should have sections where you can use a 
calculator;  You need to know how to do it first  #5 
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